 tale of Durban Indians -

She goes solo to tell the
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Bangalore: Solo performanceé in theatre

have always been the ultimate challenge
for actors, and taking it upis South-Africa

born 'actor of Indian origin Jailoshini

Naidoo. She is bringing her solo play At

the Edge to Bangalore audiences. Nai-

doo’sactispartof Going Solo, India’s first
theatrefestival featuring single-actor per-

. formances.

Born in Durban, Naidoo is a popular

. television host in South Africa, with a

huge fan base. She has also been involved
in theatre for several decades and is a vet-
eran at single-actor plays. “But I still find
it extremely challenging. It is safer to

~ work as a character in a group as you’ll

have other actors who can support you
even if you go wrong. But in solo perform-
ances, it is you and you alone. You have to
beextremelyfocused. If you gowrong, itis
your own responsibility;” says Naidoo.
Naidoo has played leading roles in pro-
ductions such as God of Carnage and Jun-
gle Book, but some of her greatest fame
has come from solo performances in
which she has explored the lives of people
of Indian origin living in South Africa.
Priorto Atthe Edge, her one-woman show
1949, in which she played 38 characters,
was ahuge hit. Incidentally, 19491is written
by award-winning playwright Ronnie Go-
vender; a South African playwright of Ta-

‘mil descent, whose book At the Edge and

=

other Cato Manor Stories has been adapt-

edfor Naidoo’s current performance.
Atthe Edgelooksatthe predominantly

Indian Durban neighbourhood Cato Ma-

nor from the 1940s until its destruction in -

1958-59 through a series of narratives
dramatized by Naidoo. It raises guestions
about South African Indian identities -

questions of prejudice, discrimination,

and survivalin a divided society: -
Theatrefestival: JailoshiniNaidooisin
Bangalore as part of Going Solo, an inter-
national theatrefestival of single-actorper-

formances to be held at MLR Convent,‘ion

Md Asad

DONNING MYRIAD ROLES: Durban born
Jailoshini Naidoo is a popular television host in
South Africa. She s here for a theatre festival

SOLO CHALLENGE

As a solo performer, I have to be
constantly in motion on the stage. It is
exhilarating and challenging. In

- single-actor performances, the character

and the audience become attached to
each other and develop a bond, which is
very special. One moment you cry, next
moment you smile. It requires thorough
training; a lot of hard work and discipline

Jailoshini Naidoo | sout arrica-BorRN AcToR
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Hall, Whitefield, from Friday to Sunday.

'UK’s Pip Utton will also perform at the fes-

tival, which includes three

plays, Church-
ill, Adolf and At The Edge. :

P~




